
2 THE COWL. FRIDAY. NOVEMBER 7, 1941 

The Cowl 
Established November 15, 1935 

Published every fu l l school week by the s tudents of 
Providence College. Providence, R. I. 

Office. Harkins Hall, Room 18 

EDITORIAL STAFF 
Editor-in-Chief LOUIS S. ROSEN. 42 
Assistant Editor THOMAS MULLIGAN. 42 
Dorm Editor ROSS E. MUENZEN. 42 
Sports Editor TOM GILFILLAN. '42 
Business Manager JOHN AFFLECK 43 
Advertising Manager WILLIAM McCORMICK. 42 
Circulation Manager JOSEPH MCLAUGHLIN. '42 

REPORTERS 
Maurice Fagan. '44: Raymond Flynn, '43: Dennis Bala-
maci, '43: John R. Kenney, 44: Max Knickerbocker , 44: 
Thomas Halleran. '45; John Dillon. '45; Thomas McDon-
ald. '42. Alan Rekant. '42: Joseph Raftery. '45: J ames F. 
Shiel. 44 

DORM STAFF 
Basil Fitzgerald, '45; William Doyle. '45; Robert Benoit. 
'45: J e r r y Collins. '44; William Smith. '42; John Yockers, 
'42 

BUSINESS STAFF 
Eugene Ferror, '45; John Geoghegan. '44: George Coyne. 
'45: John Brady. '44; Mat thew Cunningham. '44: Isaac 
Moses. '42: John Blanko. '43 

CIRCULATION STAFF 
Joseph O'Shea, '43; Francis Stadnicki , '43; Daniel Grady, 
'42; William McKiernan. '44; William Mullen, '42; Fred 
Seratini . 44. Thomas J . McDonald. '42: Andrew Asclo-
lino 44 John Goulding. '45 

Subscription: 5 cents the copy; $1.00 a year . 
Same ra te by mail. 

Entered as second-class mat te r October 2, 1936, a t the 
Post Office at Providence, Rhode Island, under the 

Act of March 3, 1879 

CIVILIAN DEFENSE 
"There is more than enough for everyone 

to do in civilian defense. And with each of us 
doing his share, we shall leave no doubt in any-
body's mind that we are and intend to remain 
strong and united." These were the President's 
words as he proclaimed November 11 to Novem-
ber 16 as Civilian Defense Week. 

The thought behind this observance, as the 
President said, is the part the civilian must play 
in the gigantic program constituting the na-
tion's defense effort. 

In Providence and vicinity, Civilian De-
fense took on a very real aspect as a local Civ-
ilian Defense Organization was created with the 
Rev. Vincent C. Dore, O.P., as one of the Co-
ordinating Committee of four to organize sub-
ordinate boards thoroughly integrating all civ-
ilian agencies which might be called upon to 
perform emergency functions. Business and In-
dustry, Labor, and various civic, professional, 
social and educational organizations will be 
called upon to co-operate to the fullest extent 
with the local Defense Organization. 

All this may seem very remote to the stu-
dents of Providence College at the moment, but 
they may soon be called upon to volunteer in 
some capacity as a member of any one of these 
well-planned and useful organizations. 

In the control and protection of food sup-
plies, in preparation of vital information for the 
Planning Service, in the maintenance of civilian 
morale, recreation, and the planning of air raid 
protection in the various districts of the city, 
there will probably be positions open which 
could be satisfactorily filled by students. 

If the time comes when we are called upon 
to act in one of these capacities, let us respond 
with a spirit of whole-hearted co-operation. Civ-
ilian defense is an important part of our defense 
effort and will reflect the morale of the citizenry. 

Networks Present Red Cross Show 
CBS. NBC, and MBS join forces to present the 

annual joint Red Cross Roll Call broadcast Tuesday. 
November 11 (CBS. NBC. MBS, 10:00 to 11:00 P M. 
EST.) 

Part icipat ing in the broadcast a re Vice-President 
Wallace. Secretary of War Stimson. Secretary of the 
Navy Knox. Sidney Hillman. associate director general 
of the Office of Production Management; Norman H. 
Davis, president of the American Red Cross; and Edwin 
C Hill. CBS news analyst . 

Highlight of the musical portion of the program is 
the presentat ion of a new song by Irving Berlin. Al f red 
Wallenstein conducts a symphony orchestra and chorus 
with Lucille Manners, Ross Graham, and the Fred 
Waring and Lyn Murray choruses contr ibut ing the 
vocals. 

A N O P E N LETTER 
Alas, Poor Yorick! 

There are people who have no opinions, people who 
have some opinions, and people who have opinions on 
everything. 

Of course we can enjoy hugely the mul t ip le opinions 
on a world of things which certain charac ters like 
George Bernard Shaw a re wont to expound wi th the 
slightest provocation on topics ranging f r o m Indian in-
dependence to Lady Astor 's newest horse. Usually we 
accept these people as curious anomalies of the human 
race—intel lectual morons if you will. Of ten we concur 
temporar i ly with thei r sophistry, t ak ing pleasure in 
r iding along on the intel lectual wave of iconoclasm and 
s tumping our f r i ends with the ha l f - t ru ths which are 
set for th in a seemingly innocuous and facet ious way 
to provide polite causerie at social gatherings. 

We're not condemning such people. In fact, we 
' r a the r enjoy seeing them make fools of themselves, and 
I even submit to a good measure of the kidding ourselves, 

especially over here in the good old U.S.A., whe re our 
tradit ional sense of tolerence causes us to bend over 
backwards at t imes in order to allow anyone with a 
ha l f - formula ted opinion to express himself a t will. 

But as so of ten happens, these court jes ters take 
themselves all too seriously at times, and with l i t t le 
regard for facts, figures, and tender sensitivities, sud-
denly loose a v i tupera t ive bombshell , and then are 
taken aback when they get a r e tu rn volley of sarcasm. 

Every th inking person should have opinions and 
every th inking person should have prejudices . These 
are necessary for real democrat ic government , govern-
ment which should be directed by th ink ing people 
capable of fo rmula t ing rat ional opinion which then 
becomes the decisive factor in direct ing both domestic 
and foreign policy. But more of ten than not these 
prejudices and opinions a re not based on induct ive 
reasoning, but founded on pre- formed misconceptions 
which have l i t t le if any relation to the facts. 

There has been many a jes ter who became famed 
for his ready parodies on long-standing apothegems. 
But they are long forgot ten. The emperor of all jes ters 
the world has known, however , we cannot so easily 
disregard—Adolph Hitler. It is he who has e levated 
the ha l f - t ru th to the supreme position it occupies today. 
It is he who sits laughing at a world which once smiled 
amusedly at his wild jes tures and maniacal ut ter ings, 
fed him prize t id-bits f rom the head table, pat ted him 
sympathet ical ly when he whined—unt i l he t h r ew off 
his fool's cap, upset the banquet table, and seized the 
crown! It was only then that the world learned that 
not every jes ter was a fool! For he had found the 
vital key which mean t power for himself and his 
cronies. It lay in the h idden words: "Most people be-
lieve wha t they read." 

And so we have come to realize that even a jest 
can be vicious and destruct ive, even more than an 
out-and-out lie We have learned that ha l f - t ru ths are 
taken up by the popular mind and are exaggerated 
to enormous degrees, and tha t the i r use even in a 
facetious way is seldom permissable. 

Alas, poor Yorick! To th ink that an honored pro-
fession should be so villified! —Louis Rosen. 

. A l u m n i N e w s . 
Afte r a somewhat slow start , we are happy to pre-

sent once again the Alumni Column, which will hence-
for th be a weekly f ea tu re in this paper. All congratu-
lations are due to John Farre l l , last year ' s a lumni 
president , who did such a good job in turn ing out 
weekly copy. 

At a meet ing of the Board of Governors held last 
week, it was decided to allow the a lumni publicat ions 
commit tee to handle the column each week. Dr. Daniel 
J. O'Neill, t reasurer , and Louis C. Fi tzGerald, secretary, 
were appointed to see that the column is publ ished in 
each edition of the Cowl. Any news to be publ ished 
should be sent to e i ther one of these a lumni officers

This year, the column will be handled somewhat 
different ly. Each class has had appointed a chronicler, 
whose du ty it is to see that news of his class reaches 
us in t ime for publication. Consequently, we intend to 
publish the items, according to classes. In addition to 
this weekly feature , the Alumni Bulletin will also be 
published and sent to all the members of the organ-
ization. In the first edition, which will go to press 
shortly, we hope to have the names of all the Provi -
dence College graduates who a re now serving in the 
armed forces If any of you has the names and addresses 
and classes of those who have been inducted into 
Uncle Sam's finest, send them along and we will see 
to it that they are included for publication. 

We are indebted to Mr. Charles Slat tery, who has 
jot ted down some notes about his class of 1934 for most 
of the news of this first column. 

Mr Slat tery. incidentally, is pract icing law in Provi-
dence. He is in par tnersh ip with Pe r ry Shatk in of Yale. 
Char l ie was recently marr ied—to the fo rmer Miss 
Eileen Gormley—and makes his home at 39 Atlant ic 
avenue. 

We find that Ger ry Goyette. whom we haven ' t heard 
f rom in a long time, is marr ied and is teaching in Paw-

(Continued on Page 4) 

M Y O P I A 
By Max Knickerbocker 

Today, amigos, we are going "South 
Amer ican" . . . and be "good neigh-
bors" . . . Gyra t ing Joe Daniels once 
more in our midst . . . now maybe 
Los Mexicanos can get to l ike us 
a f t e r all . . . Wonder if tha t diplo-
mat ic dud ever did learn to speak 
Spanish . . . or didn ' t you know that 
you don' t have to know Spanish to 
be a Spanish-American diplomat? 
Knowing when to shut your eyes and 
do a conga or two. diplomatical ly 
speaking, is the key to success . . . 
again diplomatical ly speaking. 

The populace of the pampas th ink 
those musical monstrosit ies going by 
such names as "Down Argen t ina Way" 
or "A Night In Rio" are jus t—(Cen-
sored) . . . well confidential ly . . . The 
boners in these p ic tures remind you 
of something pulled in the gay twen-
ties . . . It 's a shame that al l those 
feet of film should go to waste . . . 

Ladies ' Love Doug Fairbanks , our 
s tar ambassador ia l flop, is back f r o m 
his t rave ls in the tropics . . . Oh, 
how those senori tas flocked away 
f rom the cinema bred diplomat . . . 
a bad breeding I calls it . . . He 
couldn' t speak Spanish ei ther . . . 
Someday we'll w a k e up to the fact 
that the South Amer icans a ren ' t 
"greasers" . . . You can' t be a "good 
neighbor and still give your neigh-
bors hand-me-downs . . . 

ODD BITS: Dear Dottie Thomp-
son back again . . . What a t ime she 
had expla ining away her pet theory 
. . . i.e. Hit ler and Stalin are l ike 
ham and eggs . . . One war ' s over 
anyway . . . it 's the ba t t le over 
Thanksgiving . . . Wonder if Lord 
Russell can still sit down a f t e r the 
verbal "spanking" given him by you 
know who . . . nothing l ike aca-
demic license . . . sorry . . . I mean t 
f reedom . . . Heard a Red ral ly the 
o ther night . . . All about some k ind 
of heaven called Russia . . . Hit ler 
ment ioned too. 

REMEMBER: When the Commies 
were in every isolationist par ty? . . . 
They must get awfu l t ired . . . al-
ways doing handspr ings . . . must be 
darn good l iars too . . . When you 
didn ' t have to know Greek. Finnish, 
Russian, etc. . . . now everybody 
rolls names l ike Dnieperopetrovsk of 
thei r tongue l ike vodka down a Mos-
kovi te throat . . . 

AQUINO CLUB 
Open House will be held by the 

members of the Aquino Club on Mon-
day evening, November 10, in Har-
kins" Hall. The club has engaged the 
well known archi tect Mr. DiSaia as 
the guest speaker for the evening. 
Members of the various I tal ian f ra-
terni t ies th roughout the s ta te have 
been invited. 

ROCK A N D WRY 
On . . . 
Primping 
Up 

By ROSS MUENZEN 

Dipping a l i te rary pen into the 
events of t he past week we find much 
has taken place at t he Rock. As a 
background for the week 's news let 
it be stated that the Seniors, wi th 
thei r usual optimism, are pr imping for 
Graduat ion pictures. The Jun io r s 
a re casting pensive profiles on the 
walls of the Rock; the Sophomores 
a re jovial, being in the in te rmi t ten t 
stage, while the Inte l lec tual Em-
bryos (or should we say Freshmen) 
are just wonder ing what it is all 
about. 

To Be or Nut to Be 
Louis Sibbio, accompanied by fel-

low sociologists, made a tr ip last Wed-
nesday to one of the nearby menta l 
inst i tut ions to find out how minds 
funct ion without. . .or wi th too much 
of. . philosophy. Wihile still on the 
grounds Lou decided to do some im-
personat ions of wha t he had seen and 
caused another par ty of visitors there 
at the t ime to express surpr ise that 
the inmates were allowed such f ree -
dom. N.B. The re were many signs 
of approval f r o m the windows of the 
inst i tut ion while Lou was doing his 
act. What is t he old adage. "Likes 
at tract . . ." 

Rock Pile 
Once again the campus re-echoes 

the strain of "Fr ia r ( s ) Away"—(fa-
mous last words were "Take care 
of the pressing". . .Rumor hath it tha t 
Smith College will receive a delega-
tion f rom Providence next week— 
Bill Smith, advance guard who sur-
veyed the college repor ts everything 
in "good shape". . .No longer will 
check-ups be necessary here at the 
Dorm for the various t raps which 
John Donnelly has seen fit to perfo-
ra te the campus with will reveal all 
the culpr i ts—The gent lemen at the 
Rock are hoping that the new pave-
ment will be carr ied past St. Thomas 
Hall to save many a scuffed shoe. . . 

Social 
The Sophomores a re anxiously 

awai t ing the tu rn ing of the social 
spotlight on their class wi th the com-
ing of the Sophomore Hop. All 
those who socially register and who 
register socially will be there and we 
hope to br ing you some of the com-
binat ions which will grace the Ara-
bian setting of the dance. Until then— 
Taurus 101. 


